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Athens, 30 June 2021

ANNOUNCEMENT - PRESS RELEASE
AI4Copernicus project opens 1st round of Open Calls distributing up to €900k!
Deadline for submissions: 30 September 2021
AI4Copernicus, the European H2020 project which kicked off in January 2021 bridging the Artificial Intelligence and Earth Observation domains, has launched its first round of Open Calls aiming to distribute up to 900.000 euros in total to six (6) AI & EO Use-Cases in 4 industrial domains (Energy, Security, Health, Agriculture).

Overall, the project will realise four (4) rounds of Open Calls providing 2 million Euros to 19 beneficiaries.
In this 1st round of Open Calls, will support up to six proposals which will develop and test AI & EO projects that address industrial challenges by exploiting AI resources and Earth Observation data focusing in these 4 industrial domains: Energy, Security, Health, Agriculture. 
Beneficiaries can be Consortia of SMEs, start-ups, spin-offs, high-tech & low-tech companies. 
Selected projects will receive up to € 150k (3-partner SME consortia with a low-tech company by default), up to € 120k (2-partner SME consortia with a low-tech company by default), will have access to AI4Copernicus resources and tools, technical mentoring, business and sustainability mentoring and certification.
Submission deadline is Thursday 30 September 2021. The selection process will be completed in December 2021 while the selected projects will enter a 16-month acceleration phase to last from January 2022 until April 2023.

The 2nd round of Open Calls, opened on 31 July 2021. Two citizen social challenges will be funded, €5k each, to address social challenges that can be solved using Artificial Intelligence and Earth Observation Data. Submission deadline is Thursday 31 October 2021.
All Open Call information: https://ai4copernicus-project.eu/open-call-info/
The platform for proposal submissions is now OPEN
https://calls.ai4copernicus-project.eu/



About AI4Copernicus
The European H2020 project AI4Copernicus is a partnership of 11 organisations under the leadership of NCSR Demokritos (Greece). The project belongs to an innovative cluster of projects (ICT49 projects cluster) related to the Artificial Intelligence domain and the AI4EU platform. AI4Copernicus aims to integrate the existing AI4EU AI-on-demand platform with innovative solutions exploiting Copernicus (Earth Observation) data by applying AI on various domains through the process of Open Calls. AI4Copernicus aims to bridge Artificial Intelligence (AI) with Earth Observation (EO) world by making the AI4EU AI-on-demand platform, the platform of choice for users of Copernicus data along the value chain (scientists, SMEs, non-tech sector).
A series of 4 open calls will be implemented, leading to 8 small-scale experiments (smaller, single-beneficiary experimental projects targeting technology-advanced users) and 9 use-cases (larger-budget projects, involving at least one non-technology user). The open calls will necessitate the utilisation of DIAS platforms, Copernicus data, the AI4EU platform and the services and resources that will be provided by the AI4Copernicus project.

Further information:
· Elena Galifianaki, Head of Communications AI4Copernicus, egalif{at}iit.demokritos.gr
· Project website: https://ai4copernicus-project.eu/
[image: ]
 Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/AI4Copernicus-116349220491492

Twitter: https://twitter.com/Ai4Copernicus[image: E:\IIT backup 20.7.2016\SKEL\LOGOs\SMedia logos.png][image: ]
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/ai4copernicus 


This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 101016798.[image: ]
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