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1. LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 

This document provides relevant information regarding the first (#1) Round of the 
AI4Copernicus Open Call for Proposals.  

1.1. The AI4Copernicus Project   

Delivering 12 TB of space data per day, /ƻǇŜǊƴƛŎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎǇŀŎŜ Řŀǘŀ 
provider. At the same time, Artificial Intelligence (AI) is becoming an indispensable 
and ubiquitous tool for growth and innovation. In this context, the EU-funded 
AI4Copernicus project will bridge the EU AI on-demand platform AI4EU with 
Copernicus Data and Information Access Services (DIAS) platforms to allow innovative 
players break new ground.  
 
Key information regarding AI4Copernicus project, open calls and all documents 
needed, you could find in our:  
 
AI4Copernicus website: https://ai4copernicus-project.eu/  
Open Calls related information:  https://ai4copernicus-project.eu/open-call-info/  

1.2. AI4Copernicus Open Calls Approach  

 
Figure 1: AI4Copernicus Open Calls  

 

https://www.ai4europe.eu/
https://www.copernicus.eu/en/access-data/dias
https://www.copernicus.eu/en/access-data/dias
https://www.copernicus.eu/en/access-data/dias
https://ai4copernicus-project.eu/
https://ai4copernicus-project.eu/open-call-info/
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The AI4Copernicus Open Calls aims to bring together diverse communities, such as 
the  Artificial Intelligence and Earth Observation Communities, AI4EU ecosystems, 
tools and services, Earth Observation data and DIAS (Data and Information Access 
Services) tools and services as well as AI4Copernicus tools and services with diverse 
market-driven challenges in diverse industrial domains and citizen-driven social 
challenges (Figure 1). 

1.2.1 Open Calls Overview 

1.2.1.1 Open Call Rounds  

The AI4Copernicus Open Calls have four distinct Rounds, targeting: 
 SMEs: 1st Round, 3rd & 4th Round 
 Individuals: 2nd Round for Citizens 

 

 
Figure 2: The 4 Rounds of the AI4Copernicus Open Calls (& submission deadlines) 

 
As it can be seen, in the figure 2 these are:  

 1st Round of Open Calls for Use-Cases (consortia projects with a low-
technology SME by default) in 4 Industrial Domains: Energy, Security, Health, 
Agriculture  

 2nd Round of Open Calls for Citizen Social Challenges  
 3rd Round of Open Calls for Experiments (single company) 
 4th Round of Open Calls for Use-Cases (consortia projects with a low-

technology SME by default) based on the Citizen Social Challenges (of the 2nd 
Round) 

1.2.1.2 Open Call Phases 

The AI4Copernicus Open Calls have two to four phases depending on their type 
 

https://www.copernicus.eu/en/access-data/dias
https://www.copernicus.eu/en/access-data/dias
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1.2.1.2.1 Open Calls for SMEs 

The Open Calls for SMEs are 1st, 3rd, and 4th Round of Open Calls. These calls have 
four distinct phases as can be seen in figure 3.  
 
In detail these phases are:  

 Phase 1 (3 months): Open Call Phase 
 Phase 2 (2 months): Selection Phase 
 GRANT AGREEMENT 
 Phase 3 (14 months): Support Phase  
 Phase 4 (2 months): Sustain Phase 

 
Figure 3: Open Call Phases for SMEs  

1.2.1.2.2 Open Calls for Individuals  

The only Open Calls for Individuals is the 2nd Round of Open Calls. These calls have 
only two phases as it can be seen in figure 4. In detail these phases are:  

 Phase 1 (3 months): Open Call Phase 
 Phase 2 (2 months): Selection Phase 
 AWARD 
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Figure 4: Open Call Phases for Individuals 

1.3. AI4Copernicus Open Calls Overview 

A high-level overview of all the AI4Copernicus Open Calls can be seen in the following 
figure. 

 
Figure 5: AI4Copernicus Open Calls Overview  
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2. DŜƴŜǊŀƭ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ wƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ 

hǇŜƴ /ŀƭƭǎ  
2.1. 1st Round of Open Calls Phases 

The 1st Round of Open Calls for Use-Cases (consortia projects with a low-technology 
SME by default) focusing on 4 Industrial Domains: Energy, Security, Health, 
Agriculture. An overview of all the phases of the 1st Round of Open Calls, can be seen 
in the following figure. 

 
Figure 6: 1st Round of Open Call Phases for SMEs  

 
In detail the phases of the 1st Round of Open Calls is presented in the following 
sections:  
 
PHASE 1: OPEN CALLS PHASE  

Time: July-September 2021 
tƘŀǎŜ мΥ άhǇŜƴ /ŀƭƭǎέ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ wƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
AI4Copernicus Open Calls for projects and will cover a period of 3 Months (3M).  
During this phase all relevant AI4Copernicus Open Call Annexes will be provided 
for interested participants to prepare their proposals.  

 
PHASE 2: SELECTION PHASE (OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 2021) 

Time: October-November 2021 
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tƘŀǎŜнΥ ά{ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ !Lп/ƻǇŜǊƴƛŎǳǎ 
Open Call Proposals and will cover a period of 2 Months (2M).  

 
GRANT AGREEMENT 

Time: December 2021 
The Grant Agreement process will cover a period of 1 Month (1M) and will involve 
the contractual arrangements with the beneficiaries (selected AI4Copernicus 
project consortia), during the 1st Round of Open Calls.  

 
PHASE 3: SUPPORT PHASE 

Time: January 2022- February 2023  
tƘŀǎŜ оΥ ά{ǳǇǇƻǊǘέ όǎŜŜ CƛƎǳǊŜ тύ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŦƻǳǊ ǎǳō-phases:  

1. Initial support: will involve the preparation and launch of the 
AI4Copernicus selected projects (i.e., requirements regarding data, tools, 
components/services, identify missing tools, data, identify adaptations 
needed & design workflows, analyse legal, ethical, privacy, security 
concerns) as well as an initial implementation (experiment and implement 
workflows, etc.) with an on-going mentoring process. This sub-phase will 
cover a period of 5 Months (5M).  

2. Interim assessment: will provide an initial feedback of the AI4Copernicus 
projects progress and will cover a period of 1 Month (1M). It will evaluate 
the status as well as the final potential of each project aiming to provide 
feedback that will enable the 1st Round of Open Calls project partners to 
adapt their projects as needed (if needed), ensuring this way the successful 
implementation of each project.  

3. Final support: during this sub-phase the implementation of the 1st Round 
of Open Call projects will continue, taking into account the feedback from 
the interim-assessment and the on-going mentoring process. This sub-
phase will cover a period of 6 Months (6M).  

4. Final assessment: will involve the final evaluation of the output of the 
AI4Copernicus funded projects and will provide an overall final scoring. 
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Figure 7: Phase 3 for the 1st Round of Open Calls  

 
PHASE 4: SUSTAINABILITY PHASE  

Time: March - April 2023  
tƘŀǎŜ пΥ ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴέ όǎŜŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ уύ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǘǿƻ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎΥ  

 (1) Sustainability of the AI4Copernicus projects (use-cases and experiments) 
that will successfully graduate from άtƘŀǎŜ оΥ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘέΦ !ƭƭ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ ά!Lп/ƻǇŜǊƴƛŎǳǎ ¢ǊǳǎǘƳŀǊƪέ and provide access to 
the AI4EU marketplace; 

 (2) Sustainability of the AI4Copernicus and AI4EU ecosystems, via a two-
way user-driven feedback process:  

 (A) AI4Copernicus beneficiaries will assess and test, in a measurable 
manner the (A1) AI4Copernicus (service and open calls process) and (A2) 
AI4EU platform and service offering (covering scalability, usefulness, 
ease of (re)use, robustness, etc.). Respondents will be able to propose 
potential optimisations and enhancements, contributing this way to the 
sustainability of the AI4Copernicus & AI4EU ecosystems. 

 (B) AI4Copernicus will analyse input from the interim and final 
assessments of the different project which will subsequently cross-
validate it with beneficiaries.  This way it will provide user-driven insight 
(at a policy level1) related to AI adoption barriers/challenges for the 
different types of users and at a macro-level (generic) and micro-level 
(platform/ecosystem-centric - AI4EU and AI4Copernicus). 

                                                           
1 User-driven policy guidelines for AI-adoption barriers and challenges at a micro (platform-ecosystem 

level) and macro (generic level).  
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Figure 8: Phase 4 for the 1st Round of Open Calls  

2.2. Eligibility Criteria  

All proposals received via the Open Calls, will be checked according to the following 
items: 
 
1. Type of Activity: Use-Case, Small-Scale experiments, Social challenges, etc 
2. Type of Beneficiary: depending on the type of activity, the beneficiaries can be:  

 (a) Open Calls for Use-Cases (Domain-Specific, Domain Agnostic) and 
Experiments: SMEs (individual SMEs and/or consortia of SMEs that are high-
technology and/or low or no-tech SMEs from EU member state or Associated 
Countries)  

 (a1) Open Calls for Use-Cases in the domains of Health, Energy, Security, 
Agriculture (1st Round of Open Calls for Use-Cases): Consortia of SMEs 
including at least 1 non-or low-tech SME by default  

 (a2) Open Calls for Use-Cases in any industrial domain based on the 
citizen-driven social themes/challenges (4th Round of Open Calls for 
Use-Cases): Consortia of SMEs including at least 1 non-or low-tech SME 
by default  

 (a3) Open Calls for Experiments in any industrial domain:  
  (b) Open Calls for Social Challenges: individuals (ages older than 18 years old) 

 
































