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This document provides relevant information regarding the first (#1) Round of the
Al4Copernicus Open Call for Proposals.

1.1. The Al4Copernicus Project

Delivering 12 TB of space dataperday2 LISNY A Odza Aa (KS 62NI RQ&
provider. At the same time, Artificial Intelligence (Al) is becoming an indispensable

and ubiquitous tool for growth and innovation. In this context, the-faktded
Al4Copernicus project will bridge the EU Al-d@mand platform AI4EU with

Copernicus Data and Information Access Services (plBtfeymsto allow innovative

players break new ground.

Key information regarding Al4Copernicus project, open calls and all documents
needed, you could find in our:

Al4Copernicus websitéitps://ai4copernicusproject.eu/
Open Calls related informatiorhttps://ai4copernicusproject.eu/opencaltinfo/

1.2. Al4Copernicus Open Calls Approach

AI4EU Tools & Services
Earth Observation Data Al4Copernicus Tools & Services

Market-driven challenges &

Al Technologies
¢ Citizen-driven social challenges

& “\'\\\.\0“

Funds

Al4Copernicus Tools & Resources .- %
Technical Mentoring - e C pernlcus
P ~

New AI-EO services N

New AI-EO tools
Trusted Al Solutions

Business & Sustainability Mentoring

Al4Copernicus Trustmark

‘ Ethical-by-design Al solutions 1
\ New Markets p

New Innovation Ecosystems ,
’

New Policy Recommendations . *
e
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Figure 1: Al4Copernicus Open Calls
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The Al4Copernicus Open Calls aims to bring together diverse communities, such as
the Artificial Intelligence and Earth Observation Communities, AI4EU ecosystems,
tools and services, Earth Observation data and DDs$a(and Information Access
Service¥tools and services as well as Al4Copernicus tools and services with diverse
marketdriven challenges in diverse industrial domains and citthéven social
challenges (Figure 1).

1.2.1 Open Calldverview

1.2.1.1 Open Call Rounds

The Al4Copernicus Open Calls have four distinct Rounds, targeting:
SMEs 1st Round, 3rd & 4th Round
Individuals:2nd Round for Citizens

31%t Oct. 2021 30t April 2022
Figure 2: The 4 Rounds of the Al4Copernicus Open Calls (& submission deadlines)

As it can be seen, in the figure 2 these are:
1st Round of Open Callfor UseCases (consortia projects with a low
technology SME by default) in 4 Industrial Domains: Energy, Security, Health,
Agriculture
2nd Round of Open Calfsr Citizen Socidalhallenges
3rd Round of Open Calfsr Experiments (single company)
4th Round of Open Call$or UseCases (consortia projects with a low
technology SME by default) based on the Citizen Social Challenges (of the 2nd
Round)

1.2.1.2 Open Call Phases

TheAl4Copernicus Open Calls have two to four phases depending on their type

This project has received funding from tBaropean Union's Horizon 2020 research ar
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1.2.1.2.1 Open Calls for SMEs

TheOpen Calls for SMExe 1st, 3rd, and 4th Round of Open Calls. These calls have
four distinct phases as can be seen in figure 3.

In detail these pases are:
Phase 1(3 months): Open Call Phase
Phase 22 months): Selection Phase
GRANT AGREEMENT
Phase 314 months): Support Phase
Phase 42 months): Sustain Phase

|
é‘opermcus
OPEN CALL  SELECTION SUPPORT SUSTAIN
PHASE PHASE PHASE PHASE
GRANT
AGREEMENT

Figure 3: Open Call Phases for SMEs
1.2.1.2.2 Open Calls for Individuals

The onlyOpen Calls for Individuals the 2nd Round of Open Call3hese calls have
only two phases as it can be seen in figure 4. In detail these phases are:

Phase 1(3 months): Open Call Phase

Phase 42 months): Selection Phase

AWARD
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ébpernlcus

OPEN CALL  SELECTION
PHASE PHASE

AWARD

Figure 4: Open Ca&thases for Individuals

1.3. Al4Copernicus Open Calls Overview

A highlevel overview of all the Al4Copernicus Open Calls can be seen in the following

figure.
|4
A|4C . O C ” ébDGFOICUS
opernicus Open Lalls Total FSTP : €2 million
VERTICALS
Energy
Min. 19 Beneficiaries: 2 individuals, 9 consortia (use-cases), 8 SMEs (experiments) Security,
4 Open Calls Healdy,
Agriculture,
€ 150k for 9 Prototypes (SME consortia 2-3 partners), €80k for 8 Prototypes (SMEs) & other sectors like
€5k for citizen-social challenges (2 challenges) M?rit,ime'
Aviation, etc
WHAT ACTIVITIES WE WILL SUPPORT? Support program
Developing and testing Al technical solutions that address industrial and social challenges by 16 months acceleration
exploiting Al resources and Earth Observation Data Services included:

® Al4Copernicus resources & tools

® AI4EU & DIASes Services

Technical Mentoring

Business & Sustainability Mentoring

Prototypes: Al TRLS prototypes (use-cases SME cosortia), TRL6 (experiments/single company)

Type of beneficiaries: SMEs, startups, spin-offs, high-tech & low-tech companies & individuals

Dates: 1st open call Q2 2021 2"d open call Q3 2021 ® Certification/Trustmark
31 open call Q1 2022 4% open call Q1 2022 Results
17 Al solutions to be to be
Website: https://aidcopernicus-project.eu published at AI4EU

2 citizen-driven social challenges
Figure 5: Al4Copernicus Open Calls Overview
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2. DSYSNYf LYF2NXIFOAZ2Y | 02
hLiSy /¢t a
2.1. 1st Round of Open Calls Phases

Thelst Round of Open Calfer UseCases (consortia projects with a ld&chnology
SME by default) focusing o4 Industrial Domains: Energy, Security, Health,
Agriculture. An overview of all the phases of the 1st Round afér©Palls, can be seen
in the following figure.

14
é);)(—"f NICUS

July-Sep Jan 2022-
2021 Feb.2023

Mar. -
Apr. 2023

OPEN CALL  SELECTION SUPPORT SUSTAIN
PHASE PHASE PHASE PHASE
GRANT
AGREEMENT

Figure 6: 1st Round of Open Call Phases for SMEs

In detail the phases of the 1st Round of Open Calls is presented in the following
sections:

PHASE 1: OPEN CALLS PHASE
Time: JuhSeptember 2021
t KFaS wmY ahlLSy /[Fffaég Ay@2t @dSa GKS |yy?
Al4Copernicus Open Calls for projects and will cover a periddviainths (3M)
During this phase all relevant Al4Copernicus Open Call Annexes will be provided
for interested participnts to prepare their proposals.

PHASE 2: SELECTION PHASE (OCTRNB¥RMBER 2021)
Time: OctobeiNovember 2021

This project has received funding from tBaropean Union's Horizon 2020 research ar
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t KFaSuy a{StSOlA2y¢ Ay@2ft@dSa GKS S@It dz .
Open Call Proposals and will cover a period bfonths (2M)

The Grant Agreement process will cover a periotl bfonth (1M)and will involve
the contractual arrangements with the beneficiaries (selected Al4Copernicus
project consortia), during the 1st Round of Open Calls.

t KFaS oY G{ dzLILI2 NI ¢ O aphSsescA IdzNBE 10 Ay Of dzRS

1. Initial support: will involve the prepeation and launch of the
Al4Copernicus selected projects (i.e., requirements regarding data, tools,
components/services, identify missing tools, data, identify adaptations
needed & design workflows, analyse legal, ethical, privacy, security
concerns) as wkas an initial implementation (experiment and implement
workflows, etc.) with an ofoing mentoring process. This sphase will
cover a period 06 Months (5M)

2. Interim assessmentwill provide an initial feedback of the Al4Copernicus
projects progresand will cover a period df Month (1M). It will evaluate
the status as well as the final potential of each project aiming to provide
feedback that will enable the 1st Round of Open Calls project partners to
adapt their projects as needed (if needed), ensg this way the successful
implementation of each project.

3. Final support.during this sukphase the implementation of the 1st Round
of Open Call projects will continue, taking into account the feedback from
the interimassessment and the egoing menteing process. This sub
phase will cover a period & Months (6M)

4. Final assessmentwill involve the final evaluation of the output of the
Al4Copernicus funded projects and will provide an overall final scoring.

This project has received funding from tEaropean Union's Horizon 2020 research ar
innovation programmeinder grant agreement No 101016798.




Annex 2_Guidelines for Applicantsst Round of Open Calls

GRANT 1st Round of
AGREEMENT Open Calls

ébpemlcus

SUPPORT PHASE

Jan 2022-Feb.2023

Initial Support Interim Final Support Interim
Phase (5M) Assessment (1M) Phase (6M) Assessment (1M)

Figure 7: Phase 3 for the 1st RoundDgfen Calls

PHASE 4. SUSTAINABILITY PHASE
Time: March April 2023
t KFaS nY a{daAadlAyé¢ 0aSS FAIdANB yo gAtt 7T

(1) Sustainability of the Al4Copernicus projedissecases and experiments)

that will successfully graduate frommt KIaS oY { dzLJLI2NIié o | €

LINE2SO0Ga ¢ AfLn /I 200SIxRyNISO disK (oM zZcceds toN] £

the AI4EU marketplace;

(2) Sustainability of the Al4Copernicus and AI4EU ecosystews a two

way userdriven feedback process:
(A) AldCopernicubeneficiaries will assess and test, in a measurable
manner the (A1) Al4Copernicus (service and open calls process) and (A2)
AI4EU platform and service offering (covering scalability, usefulness,
ease of (re)use, robustness, etc.). Respondents will betalpeopose
potential optimisations and enhancements, contributing this way to the
sustainability of the Al4Copernicus & AI4EU ecosystems.
(B) Al4Copernicus will analyse input from the interim and final
assessments of the different project which will suipsently cross
validate it with beneficiaries. This way it will provide udeven insight
(at a policy levé) related to Al adoption barriers/challenges for the
different types of users and at a maelvel (generic) and mictzvel
(platform/ecosystemcentric- AI4EU and Al4Copernicus).

1 Userdriven policy guidelines for Aldoption barriers and challenges at a micro (platfeznosystem
level) and macro (generic level).

This project has received funding from tBaropean Union's Horizon 2020 research ar
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Figure 8: Phase 4 for the 1st Round of Open Calls
2.2. Eligibility Criteria

All proposals received via the Open Calls, will be checked according to the following
items:

1. Type of ActivityUseCase, Smafbcale experiments, Social challenges, etc
2. Type of Beneficiarydepending on the type of activity, the beneficiaries can be:
(@) Open Calls for Usgases (DomaiSpecific, Domain Agnostic) and
ExperimentsSMESs (individual SMEs and/@nsortia of SMEs that are high
technology and/or low or ndech SMEs from EU member state or Associated
Countries)
(a1)Open Calls for Usgases in the domains of Health, Energy, Security,
Agriculture (1st Round of Open Calls for-Gsses)Consortia oSMEs
including at least 1 nowor low-tech SME by default
(a2) Open Calls for UsBases in any industrial domain based on the
citizendriven social themes/challenges (4th Round of Open Calls for
UseCases): @hsortia of SMEs including at least 1 ramlow-tech SME
by default
(a3) Open Calls for Experiments in any industrial domain:
(b) Open Calls for Social Challengedividuals éges older thari8years old

This project has received funding from tEaropean Union's Horizon 2020 research ar
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